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WHITE CORELLAS AND RAINBOW LORIKEETS 
Grievance 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [9.50 am]: My grievance today is directed to the Minister for Environment. It 
is about the urgent need to control some of the most destructive pests in the metropolitan area—that is, white 
corellas and rainbow lorikeets. The minister will recall that I have presented two previous grievances about this 
rapidly escalating problem and that the matter has received wide exposure in the media, but still these birds are 
free to roam unchecked to wreak havoc in our communities. The longer these birds are left to reign out of 
control, the harder it will be to control the problem in the future. 

As the minister is aware, in my electorate of Carine, a substantial population of white corellas has been on the 
increase for some time and now numbers in the hundreds. I have been receiving regular complaints from 
residents regarding the destructive behaviour of these birds for years. They are responsible for extensive damage 
to trees, particularly around the Carine Glades shopping centre, the Carine Open Space and along the roads 
surrounding that area. Other complaints relate to health issues. These birds can carry and spread diseases, 
including psittacosis, a potentially dangerous respiratory disease that can be transferred to humans through dried 
bird droppings and the inhalation of feather dust, both of which constantly shower down on cars parked under 
trees, washing lines and backyards. I have even received a complaint from a constituent about droppings in the 
outdoor seating area at his restaurant. Let us not forget the level of noise that emanates from white corellas when 
they return annually to roost in residential areas. This causes great distress to residents, who are kept awake at 
night for hours. Some people have been subjected to this for years. 

As the minister is aware, two species of white corellas have been introduced to Western Australia: the little 
corella and the eastern long-billed corella. Although both are native to other regions of the country, they pose an 
environmental menace here. These corellas, along with rainbow lorikeets, invade an ever-dwindling number of 
tree hollows for breeding and nesting, threatening the recovery of local species of native birds such as twenty-
eight parrots and endangered black cockatoos. These birds are a nuisance not only within the metropolitan area, 
but also to primary producers, causing damage to agricultural crops such as nuts, olives and cereal crops. I am 
sure that the residents of places such as York would be only too willing to agree. Minister, these birds are taking 
over. As the Speaker noted when I lodged a previous grievance on this issue, it is beginning to sound like 
Alfred Hitchcock’s movie The Birds! 

I come back to my original grievances lodged in May 2013 and October 2014. In both cases, I was advised that 
the control of nuisance bird species such as white corellas is not clearly assigned to one government agency or 
organisation. Typically, the Department of Parks and Wildlife should have managed these birds on those lands 
for which it is directly responsible, and local governments should have managed these birds on those lands for 
which they are responsible. Unfortunately, minister, the corellas’ refusal to cooperate with this arrangement is 
problematic. They are highly mobile and typically range freely from jurisdiction to jurisdiction on a seasonal 
basis, making it difficult to know which sites to target. So, like a comical episode of Yes Minister, no single 
agency wants to allocate the resources required to deal with this ever-increasing problem, as everybody is 
content to wait until they move into someone else’s backyard. 
In 2014, the minister advised me that research had been undertaken to determine where the introduced corellas 
go in response to seasonal food sources and breeding requirements. The minister outlined an integrated control 
program comprising a coordinated strategy to control these birds across the various jurisdictions. It was to 
involve the Department of Parks and Wildlife, the Department of Agriculture and Food and the Western 
Australian Local Government Association, with support from local councils. However, I have seen no such 
action near my electorate. My understanding is that each of the affected councils has been asked to contribute 
just $5 000 a year over five years to support this initiative. However, I am told that the overall level of 
commitment from many of our local councils is insufficient to operate an integrated control program. So, 
minister, what is to be done? How much longer can this go on? The cost of repairing the damage caused by 
white corellas is growing, along with the increase in flock numbers. Surely we can do better than this. I stand 
here today to plead with the minister to address this problem. Urgent action is needed to control these introduced 
species of birds. I hope I will not have to raise this grievance again, for the fourth time, in 2016. I thank the 
house for its indulgence. 
MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.54 am]: I would like to thank the member for 
Carine for raising this grievance. The need for a coordinated approach towards controlling white corellas and 
also rainbow lorikeets in the metropolitan area is clearly recognised. I need to say from the outset that the 
ongoing advocacy by the member for Carine has ensured that the issue continues to receive the attention that it 
needs across the various landowners, and I have asked the Department of Parks and Wildlife to invite all 
31 metropolitan local governments and the nine peri-urban and near-rural shires, along with the Department of 
Agriculture and Food and the Western Australian Local Government Association to a forum on 23 November 
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this year, to get everybody with an interest in this issue together in one room, rather than chains of 
correspondence, to discuss options for controlling white corellas and rainbow lorikeets. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Are you inviting the corellas? 
Mr A.P. JACOB: They might show up anyway! 
As the member for Carine has pointed out, the two species of white corellas and rainbow lorikeets have become 
established in the metropolitan area and pose a significant threat to local native birds, particularly through 
competition for nesting hollows. They are also an ongoing nuisance to local communities and can impact on 
primary production, as the member for Carine outlined. These species are Australian native fauna; consequently, 
they are protected under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950, and a licence is required to take them, unless an 
open season has been declared. 
The control of nuisance birds such as corellas and rainbow lorikeets is not clearly assigned to any one 
government agency or organisation. The Department of Parks and Wildlife’s current priority is to manage pest 
species on land for which it has direct responsibility, and local governments are responsible in the first instance 
for managing these birds in their areas. 
Between 2007 and 2013, it was recognised that a coordinated approach was needed, and Parks and Wildlife 
conducted a trial control program across the greater metropolitan area aimed at reducing the number of 
introduced corellas and rainbow lorikeets. The trial resulted in the removal of more than 25 000 birds. The 
program included monitoring bird movement patterns to gain a better understanding of where the birds were 
gathering to feed and roost, with the aim of developing more effective control strategies. That program also led 
to the development of effective techniques for the humane control of corellas and lorikeets for use by other land 
managers, in particular for local governments. The Department of Parks and Wildlife has also undertaken some 
training of external providers in the use of appropriate control techniques for corellas and rainbow lorikeets, and 
local government authorities have the opportunity to use these providers to assist them to control these birds in 
their areas. 
Mr C.J. Tallentire interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Gosnells, I call you to order for the first time. If you have anything to say, ask a 
question or do something else; do not bellow out. 
Mr A.P. JACOB: The member for Gosnells walked in halfway through this grievance. If he had heard my 
opening four or five sentences — 
Mr C.J. Tallentire interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Okay; thank you. I just want to tell you now that I do not want to hear anymore shouting in 
here. Get on with it, please. 
Mr A.P. JACOB: It is also incredibly rude to interject on another member’s grievance. 
From this work, and because the member for Carine, on behalf of Carine residents, has been the number one 
continual advocate on this issue, it has become clear that a coordinated and integrated control program would be 
the best way to effectively manage these birds in urban and near-urban areas. As the member for Carine said, 
these birds refuse to cooperate with our existing boundaries. 
The trial control program was undertaken utilising external funds, and it ceased in 2013. Following the cessation 
of that trial control program, the Department of Parks and Wildlife, the Department of Agriculture and Food and 
the WA Local Government Association collaborated to develop and coordinate a cooperative strategy aimed at 
controlling introduced corellas and rainbow lorikeets. I will give an example of when this has been done 
exceptionally well. The City of Bunbury, which recently held a forum with other local governments—this is 
where that forum approach has already shown results—to discuss a coordinated response for controlling white 
corellas. The Department of Parks and Wildlife participated in that forum. The Cities of Bunbury and Busselton 
and the Shire of Harvey have subsequently made substantial efforts to control white corellas in their respective 
areas, devoting considerable staff and financial resources. This again shows the importance of a coordinated 
approach across all the different land managers. Although these local governments will continue to control the 
corellas, another outcome of this forum was to develop a discussion paper, which has captured the lessons learnt 
to date and also identified other barriers to further reducing the number of corellas, as well as providing for 
future strategic directions. A coordinated approach is clearly needed in the Perth metropolitan area. 

I again acknowledge and thank the member for Carine for leading calls for a solution on this issue and for being 
determined to continue to pursue this issue. As I have mentioned, as a result of his ongoing calls, a forum is 
being held with all relevant stakeholders on 23 November this year to identify ways to continue to progress a 
solution to this issue. 
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